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January  5,  19^5 

FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  BRANCH  \ 
ADMINISTRATIVE  LETTER  NO .  21  I 

OFFICE  OF  TEE  CHIEF 

REORGANIZATION 

Although  all  details  in  connection  with  the  reorganization  of  the  War  Food 
Administration  have  not  been  worked  out,  the  changes  will  not  affect  the  Processes 
nor  Fresh  Products  Standardization  and  Inspection  Divisions,  the  Market  News  Di- 
vision or  the  Regulatory  Division.    The  Fruit  Marketing  Division  and  Vegetable  Mar- 
keting Division  may  "be  affected  somewhat,  "but  the  extent  is  not  known  at  this  time. 

In  view  of  the  change  in  the  name  of  the  organization  "by  which  we  are  now 
identified,  the  old  name  should  "be  "blocked  out  of  all  letterheads,  certificates, 
and  other  official  forms  as  they  are  used,  and  the  new  name  of  the  organization 
typed  underneath;  that  is,  "Office  of  Marketing  Services". 

L0NOJ3ISTANCE  m^PHONE  CALLS  AND  TELEGRAMS 

Congress"  has  just  passed  an  Act  requiring  a  10  per  cent  cut  in  the  funds 
available  during  the  current  fiscal  year  for  long  distance  telephone  calls,  for 
telegram  and  cablegrams.    Because  this  reduction  is  retroactive  to  July  1,  19^, 
the  funds  to  be  expended  for  long  distance  calls  and  telegrams  must  be  reduced  20 
per  cent  during  the  six  months  period  January  1  through  June  30,  19^5-    To  have 
funds  to  do  work  which  must  be  performed  in  this  way  we  must  adopt  and  rigidly  en- 
force an  .extremely  conservative  policy  with  respect  to  use  of  these  services. 

In  an  effort  to  reduce  expenditures  of  this  type,  it  is  suggested  that  serious 
consideration  be  given  before  toll  calls  are  made  or  telegrams  are  sent.    This,  of 
course,  would  include  the  use  of  the  timed  wire  service  (teletype)  in  instances 
where  this -service  is  available.    Regular  mail,  special  delivery,,  air  mail,  air 
mail  special  delivery,  the  use  of  night  or  day  letters  In  preference  to  straight 
wires  could  frequently  be  used  without  seriously  interfering  with  work.  These 
mediums  should  be  utilized  when  at  all  possible. 

Because  of  the  necessity  to  reduce  this  cost,  each  call  or  telegram  must  be 
fully  justified. 

NOTICE  _T0  ALL  FIELD  OFFICES      PAULJ*^  EMERICK  , 

Field  representatives  are  warned  against  loaning  money  to  or  aiding  in  the 
cashing  of  checks  for  Paul  R."Emerick.    In  193.6  Emerick  borrowed  money  from-  or 
issued  worthless  checks  to  several  field  representatives  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 
He  has -recently  shown  up  in  Arizona  and  requested  one  of  our  men  to  endorse  a  check 
issued  on  the  U.  S.  National  Bank  of  Portland,  which  was  returned  "party  unknown". 
Ee  was  employed  as  a  shipping -point  inspector  several  years  ago  and  carried  a 
letter  of  recommendation  ostensibly  from  his  former  Supervisor.    On  a.t  least  one 
occasion  he  has  pretended  to  be  a  relative  of  one  of  our  market  news  men,  which  is 
not  the  case . 


WAR  FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICE  OF  MARKET  IJC-  SERVICES 
1^  WasrMngt  on  25 ,  D  -  C . 


Paul  M.  Williams,  Assistant  Chief. 
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FRESH  PRODUCTS  STANDARDIZATION  AND  INSPECTION  DIVISION 

'■APPLICATION  FOR  DESTINATION  I_NSPECTIONS_ 

Some  of  the  destination  inspection  offices  are  failing  to  record  on  appli- 
cation blanks  the  exact  hour  and  minute  when  applications  are  received  for  in- 
spections.    In  order  to  provide  proper  record  in  connection  with  the  inspection  of 
cars  which  may  be  Involved  in  a  complaint  under  the  perishable  Agricultural  Commod 
ties  Act,  destination  inspectors  should  be  careful  to  record  the  exact  hour  and 
minute  when  application  for  inspection  is  received,  and  the  exact  hour  and  minute 
when  a  verbal  or  written  report  of  the  result  of  the  inspection  is  given  to  the 
applicant.    This  instruction  applies  equally  to  appeal  inspections  and  all  other 
types  of  destination  inspections. 

INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  INSPECTION  OF  SHELLED  PEANUTS  DIVERTED  FOR  CRUSHING  UNDER  THE 


A  copy  of  "Cne  three  page    instructions  dated  January  3>  19^5  has  been  mailed 
to  each  inspection  office  located  in  the  peanut  producing  areas  and  to  each  of  the 
supervisors  In  charge  of  the  work.  '  If  anyone  who  should  have  a  copy  of  these  in- 
structions has  not  yet  received  them,  please  notify  the  Washington  office. 

CH&NGES  nJj^H^PPING_P0I^_INSPECT20N  IMDBC^k_FO^ 

The'  following  changes  should  be  made  in  all  copies  of  the  above  handbook* 
Paragraph  106  -  Change  the  word  w should"  appearing  in  the  second  line  to  the 
word  ^may" . 

Paragraph  109  ~  First  line.     The  words  "poorly  colored"  should  be  changed  to 
"irregular  color". 

jm^^^l^mj^^^^W^J^  COLOR  IN^CA^DL'^N  -PPLE  £RAJ)ES\! 

The  Canadian  Domestic  or  C  grade  requires  certain  varieties  to  have  1^%  show- 
ing of  color.     The  Canadian  authorities  advise  us  that  the  words  "showing  of  color1' 
mean  that  any  type  or  degree  of  red  color,   including  faded  brown  stripes,  may  be 
accepted  as  showing  of  color  in  determining  the  15/°* 

E.  E.  Conklin,,  Chief. 

MARKET  NETS'  DIVISION 

REVISEI)  CODEJPAGES 

New  code  pages  covering  demand,  trading,  and  market;  also  shipments  and  re- 
ceipts, have  been  mailed  to  all  offices. 

The  following  symbols  have  been  added  or  returned  to  use: 

• 

HAG  Demand  very  slow 

HAZ  Good  inquiry 

HOR  (For)   (on)  nearby  stock 

AC  No  trrding 

AD  Practically  no  trading 

AX  No  sales 

HUY  Better  feeling  prevailing  UY 

HYF  Account  quality  of  offerings  YF 

HYG  Account  condition  of  offerings  YG 

GAQ,  Cars  carried  over 
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On  the  GAB  page  the  following  symbols  have  been  deleted:  GAD,  GAJ,  GAM,  GAQ,  GAZ. 

GAK  "cars  diverted"  should  carry  a  footnote  to  read  nor  re consigned" •    From  the 
standpoint  of  railroad  procedure,  diversions  and  r econsignments  are  exactly  the  same 
so  no  distinction  need  be  made  unelss  by  local  usage  reconsignment  seems  to  be  cleai 
er  or  preferable.     The  term  "cars  carried  over"  is  for  use  in  shipping  areas  which 
report  on  cars  available  for  loading  and  should  not  be  used  in  markets  to  indicate 
cars  on  track. 

'  "Lass  carlot  freight  receipts  equivalent  to        cars"  was  dropped  since  "L.C.L. 
freight"  in  the  strict  interpretation  of  the  term  is  seldom  used  for  commercial 
movement  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables.     Producing  areas  close  to  large  terminal 
markets  might  occasionally  have  small  quantities  moving  in  less-car-lots.  Perhaps 
this  term  has  been  used  to  identify  receipts  from  cars  stopped  off  for  partial  un- 
loading.    If  such  are  carried  in  monthly  or  annual  unload  reports  they  should  be 
indicated  as  "partial  frt.  unloads,  carlot  equivalents".     It  is  doubtful  if  this 
volume  would  ever  be  heavy  enough  to  warrant  including  in  daily  wires. 

In  using  the  new  demand  and  trading  phrases  "good  inquiry"  should  not  be  used 
to  indicate  a  good  demand.    There  are  occasions  when  inquiry  may  be  good  but  due  to 
prevailing  conditions  buyers  and  sellers  cannot  agree  with  the  result  that  demand 
or  trading  may  be  slow.    The  use  of  this  term  should  be  reserved  for  such  occasions. 
Likewise  "better  feeling  prevailing"  should  not  be  used  to  indicate  an  actual  marke 
improvement  or  price  rise  Which  has  already  occurred  but  should  be  reserved  for 
those  times  when  there  is  an  improved  "mental  attitude"1  of  buyers  and  sellers,  even 
though  no  actual  market  or  price  change  can  be  detected i 

On  December  2&  all  leased  wire  offices  wore  wired  to  add  to  the  F  page  of  the 
code  the  following,  effective  January  2: 
FIH    Montreal,  Can. 
FOG    Quebec,  Can. 
FOT    Toronto,  Can. 

In  the  Branch  Letter  of  December  22,  the  fourth  line  read  "On  the  D  page  change  DIZ 
to  mean  "E&tfle  Pass-TTinter  Garden  Districts".     This  should  have  read  "change  DIC  to 
mean  Eagle  Pass-Winter  Garden  Districts".     The  meaning  of  DIZ  remains  unchanged  as 
Twin  Falls-Burley  Dist. 

C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  Chief, 
VEGETABLE  MARKETING  DIVISION 

PRICE  CEILING  ACTIVITIES 

Following  the  mid  December  freeze  in  Florida,  the  Crop  Reporting  Board  made  a 
special  survey  of  damage  to  Florida  crops.     On  the  basis  of  this  report  OPA,  with 
the  concurrence  of  TT«  F.  A.,  made  the  follcwing  adjustments  in    f.o.b.  prices  for 
Florida  vegetables  effective  during  the  month  of  January:     Snap  beans,  were  adjuste 
from  03«25  "to  $4«05j  a  bushel,  cucumbers,  from  §5*00  to  #8.90  a  bushel,  eggplant 
from  $3*50  to  $lj..35  a  crate,  peas  from  Q3»50  to  05.25  a  bushel,  and  peppers  from 
OI4..9O  to  06.25  a  crate. 
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jFO  -CT I VITIES_ 

The  December  22  issue  of  the  Administrative  Letter  described  the  purpose  and 
operation  of  War  Food  Orders  120  and  120.1  which  establish      a  permit  system  of  con* 
trol  over  potato,  shipments  from  the  southern  portion  of  Idaho  County  in  Idaho  and 
Malheur  County  in  Oregon  (Area  1),  and  in  Crook,  Deschutes  and  Klamath  Counties  in 
Oregon  and  Llodoc  and  Siskiyou  Counties  in  Calif  ornia(Area' 2) .  Potato  shipments  from 
these  areas  are  prohibited  without  a  permit  issued  by  the  War  Food  Administration. 

As  of  December  jl,  permits  had  been  issued  in  Area  No.  1  covering  2,814.0  car- 
loads and  63  truckloads.     Of  these  totals,  812  cars  were  for  the  arm'-d  services  and 
related  agencies,  30  for  War  Shipping  Administra+-3  cn,  288  for  processors,  2.  for 
seed,  and  1,709  cars  and  63  trucks  for  commercial  shipments. 

In  Area  "No.  2.,  permits  were  issued  from  December  26  to  December  J>1  covering 
109  cars  and  1  truck  for  the  Army,  10  cars  for  processors,  I4.5  for  seed,  and  cars 
and  8  trucks  for  commercial  movement^  a  total  of-  306  cars  and  9  trucks. 

PECAN  Pu^C^E_PR0GRiJvI_ 

The  offer  of  the  TTar  Food  Administration  to  purchase  up  to  9,000,000  pounds 
of  seedling  pecans  at  prices  that  would  yield  the  growers  15  cents  a  pound  has  had 
the  intended  effect  of  preventing  the  market  from  sagging  below,  this  level.    As  of 
January  3,  no  pecans  had  been  purchased  under  this  program. 

SJXJPPORj?, JMSIQmTED  AJ$D  FLOOR  PRICES 

Work  is  continuing  on  19U5  grower  support  prices  for  the  four  mag  or  vegetables 
for  canning  -  tomatoes,  peas,  corn  and  snap  beans,  designated 'prices  for  a  number 
of  other  vegetables  and  "floor  prices"  for  the  four  major  vegetables  as  outlined  in 
the  last  ---dministrat ive  Letter. 

Regional  supervisors  were  requested  to  obtain  information  from  all  snap  bean 
canners  in  their  region  on  the  prices  paid  by  earners  for  snap  beans  in  19^0  and 
19a1,  broken  down  by  varieties,  grades  or  sieve  sizes.     This  information  will  be 
used  in  developing  the  details  of  the  19^5  program  cohering  snap"  beans. 

Field  inspectors  of  the  processed  products  Standardization  and  Inspection 
Division  have  been  submitting,  upon  request,  considerable  information  regarding 
varieties  and  grades  of  the  19^4+  pack  of  snap  beans.    This  information  has  been  ver; 
helpful  in  developing  the  19^4-5  canned  vegetable  program.  ■< 

^NDJgTRY^A^VISORY  _C0L3-:_ITTEE  MEETING 

The  Processed  Fruit  Industry  Advisory  Committee  and  the  Processed  Vegetable 
Industry  Advisory  Committee  have  been  called  to  Washington  hy  0PA  for  a  meeting  cn 
January  15  and  16.     The  committees  will  meet  with  WFA  on  January  16  to  discuss  the 
I9U5  program  on  canned  fruits  and  vegetables.    Mr.  Merritt  G-reehe  is  chairman  of  tht 
Vegetable  Committee  and  Mr.  C-eorge  Pfarr  chairman  of  the  Fruit  Committee. 

Leonard  S.  Fenn,  Chief. 


FRUIT  MARKETING  DIVISION 

FLORID-  0RA^E_AND  TAl^GERI^_REGUI^nQHS ^AMENDED 

Owing  to  a  serious  car  shortage  which  developed  in  Florida  during  the  week  of 
December  17,  I9I4JU,  the  citrus  industry  requested  that  the  effective  date  of  Orange 
Regulation  No.  81 -and -Tangerine  Regulation  No.  1+2  be  delayed  from  December  22  to 
December  23.    A  large  quantity  of  fruit,  which  had  been  packed  in  accordance  with 
the  grade  and  size  restrictions  of  the  regulations  effective  prior  to  December  22, 
had  backed  up  in  packing  houses  for  lack  of  cars.    The  requested 'delay  was  effected 
by  amending  the  regulations  and  proved  sufficient  to  clear  the  houses  of  fruit  whicl 
*  -1  not  otherwise  have  been  shipped,  as  the  restrictions  of  the  regulations  in 
^-  December  23  to  30  were  much  more  drastic  than  those  in  the  preceding 


..  -5*"    Administrative  Letter  No.  21 

FLOxRID^  £I^RUSJ:Mnm^  REVISED 

The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  Crop  Reporting  Board,  as  of  December  1, 
I9I4!!-,  reported  increases  in  indicated  I9I4I4.-U5  production  of  Florida  early  and  mid- 
. season  oranges,  grapefruit,  and  tangerines  of  500j000  boxes,  1,000,000  boxes,  and 
200,000  boxes',  respectively.     Such  increases  necessitated  readjustment  of  maximum 
prices  for  such  fruit  from  those  which  became  effective  after  first  estimates  of 
crop  losses  due  to  hurricane  damage.     The  maximum  prices  effective  from  January  1 
through  31,' allow  for  increases  per  box  of  $.17. for  oranges 55  £°T  grape- 
fruit, and  $.20  for  tangerines.     The  upward  price  adjustments  per  box  in  effect 
through  December  yi ,  19^*  were  $.Lt-5  for  oranges,  $#81  for  grapefruit,  and  $.53  f°r 
tangerines. 

The  previcfus  adjustments  were  calculated  to  permit  growers  to  receive  100  per 
cent  of  the  return  intended. by  the  original  price  ceiling  structures,  with  normal 
crop  yields  and  with  no  allowance  for  absorption  of  the  cushions.     The  new  adjust- 
ments are  calculated  to  permit  90  Per  cent  of ' the  return  intended  by  the  original 
ceiling  price  structures,  with  normal  crop  yields,     ^his  method,  which  is  in  accord- 
ance with  recent  instructions  from  the  director  of  Economic  Stabilization  soon  to 
be  published  in  Directive  f.orm  in  the  Federal  Register,  assumes  "Ghat  the  remaining 
10  per  cent  may  accrue  because  of  cushion  absorption.     The  changes  also  resulted 
in  part  from  including,  Temple  oranges  with  tangerines  in  the  revised  calculations 
rather  than  with  oranges- as  was  done  previously. 

guRKETTNG  uGHESEEFI  ^IJB  ORDER  PROGRAMS  - 

Errr.iBg  the  last  part  of  January  a  referendum  will  be  conducted  .among  producers 
of  Bartlett  pears,  plums ?  and  Elberta  peaches  grown  in  the  State  of  California  for 
market  in  fresh  form  to  determine,  whether  these  producers  favor  the  continuance  of 
the  marketing  agreement  and  order  program  covering  the  handling  of  these  commodi- 
ties.   L  similar  referendum  will  be  conducted  during  the  period  beginning  on  Janu- 
ary 22  and  ending  on  February  l,to  determine  whether  producers  favor  the  onntinu- 
ance  of  the  marketing  agreement  and  order  covering  the  handling  of  fresh  peaches 
grown  in  the  State  of  Georgia.    These  referenda  are  required  at  this  time  by  the 
provisions  of  the  respective  agreements  and. orders.     If  the  producers  vote  for 
continuance,  the  marketing  agreement  and  order  programs  will  be  ai  ailable  for  the 
producers*  use  at  such  times  in  the  future  as  price  and  supply  conditions  justify. 

J ERMII^EION  0R_F00D  ORDERS 

Yfor  Food  Orders  55>  102,  and  108  covering,  respectively,  California  plums, 
Georgia  peaches,  and  Cal  ifornia  Bartlett  pears,  were  terminated  December  .27,  19UU* 
Reissuance  for  19U5  of  HF0  55  and  7JF0  102  will  depend  upon  whether  price  conditions 
justify  operation  of  the  marketing  agreement  and  order  programs  covering,  respec- 
tively, California  plums  and  Georgia  peaches.    The  need  in  19^-5  f°r  a  regulation 
similar  to  that  oontaincd  in  17F0  108  will  depend  upon  the  supply  of  Bartlett  pears 
\vhich  may  be  available  and  government  requirements  for  canned  pears. 

c:xifornl;_gr.-Pes 

Peak  storage  holdings  of  California  Emperor  grapes  ('table  grapes)  were  on 
November  15  at  2,055  carloads.    Movement  out  of  storage  was  1(23  carloads  between 
November  15  and  December  1,  and  80O  carloads  between  December  1  and  December  17« 
It  was  estimated  that  ^00  carloads  would  move  out  between  December  17  and  December 
31,  leaving  i+52  carloads  in  storage  on  January  1,  19^5*     Normally,  only  small  quan- 
tities of  Emperor  grapes  move  after  the  first  of  the  year. 
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DRIED  FRUITS^RELEASED  FOR  DELIVERY_IN  ^IJELI^jr^^E_CE':mffiLS. 

Dried  fruits  of  tKe  l^ljl;  crop  have  been  released  Tor  delivery  in  civilian 
trade  channels  in  substantial  volume,  much  earlier  in  the  current  marketing . season 
than  during  the  two  previous  seasons.    Raisin  packers  have  been  authorized  to  de- 
liver in  normal  civilian  trade  channels  a  total  of  I33j£>00  tons  of  19U+  raisins. 
Releases  of  dried  prunes  for  civilian  use  total  about  109,250  tons. 

For  the  first  time  since  dried  fruits  have  been  controlled  under  a  set-aside 
order,  available  supplies  have  been  such  that  general  releases  of  some  of  the  cuit 
fruits  of  standard  quality  have  been  made.    Total  releases  for  civilian  use  thus 
far  include  about  7,000  tons  of  l^l\U  crop  dried  apricots,  about  11,000  tons  of 
dried  peaches,  and  about  l,i|.00  tons  of  dried  pears* 

D.  F.  McMillen,  Acting  Chief. 

PROCESSED  PRODUCTS  STANDARDIZATION  AND  INSPECTION  DIVISION 

All;  employees  of  this  Division  vail  take  pride  in  learning  of  the  commendation 
made  by  the;  Army  Service  Forces  with  reference  to  the  splendid  cooperation  and 
services  that  we  have  rendered  in  support  of  the  war  effort  during  the  past  year. 
This  commendation  is  conveyed  in  the  letter  quoted  below,  which  was  received  from 
Colonel  Rohland  ^*  Isker,  who  is  the  Director  of  the  Army  Research  and  Development 
Laboratory,  both  in  Chicago,  Illinois  and  Washington,  D.  C. 

We  could  not  have  won  such  praise  without  the  individual  and  collective  endeav 
of  each  and  every  employee  in  this  Division.    This  praise  should  inspire  us  to  con- 
tinue our  efforts  and  to  do  an  equally  -  or  if  possible,  even  a  more  commendable 
job  during  19U5* 

The  letter  from  Colonel  Isker  reads  as  follows: 

"Dear  Mr.  Southerland: 

I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  your  organization  for  the  very 
fine  cooperation  we  have  enjoyed  during  the  past'  year.     Your  group  has  given 
freely  of  services,  advice,  and  help,  and  we  are  going  to  need  as  much  or  more 
during  the  coming  year.     I  am  confident  that  we  will  have  the  continued  coop- 
eration and  good  will  that  we  have  enjoyed  during  the  past  year. 

With  the  Season's  Greetings.' 

Sincerely  yours, 
/s/  ROHLAND  A.  ISKER 


Colonel,  Q.  II.  Corps, 
Director" 


N0TESj_ 

Miss  Gerardine  V.  MacLean,  of  our  New  York  office,  presented  a  demonstration  c 
processed  foods  inspection  in  accordance  with  U.  S.  Standards  to  about  thirty  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Association  of  University  Women  oh  December  7,  ^-9kk» 

On  November  13,  19kU,  Miss  Mangorie  Mar tell,  of  our  Gardiner,  Maine. off ice, 
appeared  before  the  Water  ville  Women*  s  Association,  Waterville,  Maine,  and  gave  & 
talk  and  demonstration  on  the  subject  "How  Uncle    Sam  Selects  Food  for  the  Armed 
Services  ." 

F.  L.  Southerland,  Acting  Chief » 


